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Purpose

This proposal requests the 
adoption and funding of 
the library and media 
curriculum and resources 
for all secondary sites.



Alignment to Strategic Plan



Rationale
➔ In 2022, the Association of Illinois School Libraries introduced the Illinois 

Standards Aligned Instruction for Libraries (I-SAIL) framework to 
empower students through information, media, digital, and individual 
literacies.

➔ The Media Literacy Act was implemented alongside the I-SAIL 
framework, underscoring the need to revise the existing curriculum, last 
published in 2017.

➔ The curriculum revision is essential to stay current with educational trends 
and standards.

➔ The updated library and media curriculum directly supports this 
commitment, ensuring students are prepared for an increasingly complex, 
media-driven world.



Committee Members

School(s) Staff School Staff

Abbott/Canton Brandy Quant Bartlett Alyse Liebovich

Eastview Katherine Femal Elgin Katie Priest

Ellis Stacey Jones Elgin Adam Moliwell

Larsen/Kimball Marie Gatz Larkin Melissa Neace

Kenyon Woods Jennifer Domschke South Elgin Laura Collia

Tefft Jennifer Kowacek Streamwood Nicole Fernstom

ESC Jackie Johnson



Process Timeline

Need
Assessments

Call to
Committee

Curriculum
Writing

Assessment
Writing

Next Steps

● Dated
● District 

template 
● Alignment

○ New 
standards
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District 
Librarians

Priorities/UBD:
● Alignments
● Guidance for 

each 
standard

● Research 
skills

● Context with 
content areas

In progress with 
curriculum areas

● Collaborate 
with each 
content area

● Stage III

● Resource 
review 

July 2024 September 2024
November 2024 
– January 2025

Ongoing Ongoing



STANDARDS



OUR UNITS
Digital Literacy

● Digital footprints
● Practical technical skills
● Digital collaboration skills
● Online privacy and 

security
● Critical thinking 

Individual Literacy

● Library services
● Reading preferences
● Understanding formats 

and genres
● Reading for different 

purposes

Information Literacy

● Design cycles
○ Brainstorming
○ Experimenting
○ Creating

● Communication and Teamwork
● Problem-solving and Critical Thinking

Media Literacy
● Access, analyze, evaluate, 

create, and communicate 
using a variety of forms

● Types
○ print, visual, audio, 

interactive, and digital 
texts

STEAM
● Research processes
● Using databases
● CIting sources
● Copyright
● Analysis of websites

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nC7EW5rw4ud42FHeLKeSb3DRvB7OJQeN/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108218712173182435308&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eWuWZC6kMFB1nFtPGDLz-Q2eLqXIuvQb/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108218712173182435308&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t6cJb1GCa0GEwGcHAt0zrqbfSrkghXil/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108218712173182435308&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qlno8hbRbdQaZcP-qE0tldf7y2qP4OKI/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108218712173182435308&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xeWYnZMrsxs0QGpWZsVFfzXC2v7mrVPC/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108218712173182435308&rtpof=true&sd=true


Targets and Success Criteria



Supports and Services

➔ Circulation of reading materials
➔ Research

➔ Makerspace exploration
➔ Study skills

➔ Hosting literacy events
➔ Information literacy education

➔ Co-teaching
➔ Read alouds and Book talks 

➔ Safe space for drop-in 
➔ Project support

➔ Digital tools



Recommended Resources

➔SAILS Assessment

➔Destiny Resource Manager

➔STEAM Makerspace Funding

➔Collection Development Funding

◆ All sites

◆ Needs-based

➔Database Subscriptions



Resource: Staffing
Positon Purpose FTE

School Librarian To ensure access to resources and 

teaching and learning opportunities 

that engage all learners.

One per each middle school and 

high school.

Full-time

Library Paraprofessional 

Educator

To enable the school librarian to 

perform professional duties in the 

area of teaching and learning.

One per each middle school and 

high school.

40 hours week

“The success of a school library, no matter how well designed, ultimately depends on the 

quality and number of personnel responsible for managing the instructional program and the 

school library’s physical and virtual resources.”



Implementation
Implement the SAILS common assessment in alignment with 
the ELA curriculum.

Implement new integrated units for the 2025-2026 school 
year utilizing the identified targets and success criteria across 
content areas through teacher collaboration.

Continuous alignment as new curriculums are presented to 
the Board of Education.

Provide support tools while teachers complete Unit 
Internalization tools beginning May 2025.



Professional Learning
Tech Skills Embedding 

Resources
Critical Concepts of 

Library Services

Participants will:
● Research today’s demands 

around digital literacy using 
standards and frameworks.

● Justify the importance of digital 
and media literacy.

● Learn strategies to teach and 
support developing digital and 
media literacy skills.

Participants will:
● Navigate U-46 resources and 

explain how they can be used 
throughout the curriculums.

Participants will:
● Implement library centers using 

a workshop model.
● Exercise initiatives and 

collaboration with others.
● Create lessons for:

○ News literacy
○ Diverse book clubs
○ Credibility
○ Big 6 research



Cost
Item # of Years of 

Access

Quantity Unit Cost Total Cost

SAILS assessment 1 year Unlimited $10,000.00 $10,000.00

Destiny Resource Manager 1 year NA $40,521.50 $40,521.50

STEAM Makerspace

Age and Obsolescence
1 year 15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

STEAM Makerspace

Consumables and Creation
Annually 16,126 $2.50 $40,315.00

Collection Development Annually 16,126 $3.50 $56,441.00

Collection Development
*Needs-based until collections are equitable

3 years 16,126 $12.00 $193,512.00

Collection Development

Lost Book Replenishment
Annually 15 $2,699.00 $40,485.00

TOTAL $456,274.50




