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‘I get to love my students’: U-46 kindergarten teacher

builds bonds with parents to help kids learn
By: Elizabeth Maxwell
Date: March 12, 2025

Highland Elementary School kindergarten teacher Kristin Meredith works with her students in Elgin. “Being a
teacher is a tangible way that I love people,” Meredith said.

Kristin Meredith always knew she was destined to work with kids, but she didn’t expect to find
her place in a classroom surrounded by 5-year-olds.

Now, 21 years later, she can’t imagine finding a more fulfilling profession.

“Being a teacher is a tangible way that I love people,” Meredith said. “I get to love my students.
The opportunity to play that part in a small part of their life — that’s really just a gift.”

Meredith has been teaching kindergarten in Elgin Area School District U-46 since 2004, and
eight years at Highland Elementary School in Elgin. Originally from Bettendorf, Iowa, she
spent a lot of her childhood volunteering at church or elementary school events. This allowed
her to discover her love of working alongside children.

“I just really loved watching kids and teenagers have like that light bulb moment when they
understood a topic,” Meredith said.

Meredith moved to Elgin to attend Judson University, majoring in elementary education and
stepping closer to her teaching career.



“I didn't decide that I was going to study education, actually, until my senior year,” she said. “I
knew that I wanted to work with youths or students in some way.”

Elgin Area School District U-46 kindergarten teacher Kristin Meredith works with her students at Highland
Elementary School in Elgin.

After graduating from college early, Meredith was offered a long-term substitute teaching
position in U-46. She says she questioned her ability to flourish as a kindergarten teacher after
always expecting to work with older students. But Meredith fell in love with instructing
younger children more than she expected.

“I love that kindergarten students just learn and grow exponentially everyday,” she said. “For
the most part, they really love school, and so that’s really fun.”

Beyond the students in her classroom, Meredith knows how important it is to form strong
relationships with their parents.

“It’s such a big honor and a responsibility to be, often, a family’s first connection with the
school,” Meredith said. “I love empowering families ... helping them see themselves as partners
and as a team with the school, and to help them see themselves as a child’s teacher.”

Meredith says U-46 allowed her to develop play-based lessons, which has proved to be
beneficial, allowing students to learn in a multisensory way.

“There’s a time of our day when students are able to have creative play,” Meredith said. “So
they’re building with blocks and they’re acting out what happens at a doctor’s office.”

All the while, Meredith can hear students expressing themselves using oral language, and
recognizes how many social, emotional and interpersonal skills they’re developing as well
through play. She’s grateful her school gives her the freedom to teach kids in the way she
knows is best.



Sarah Rabe, executive director of elementary schools for the Larkin Network in U-46, says
Meredith is “the teacher that every kinder parent would want for their child.”

“She is innovative and understands what the rigor and equity work can look like in an early
childhood classroom,” Rabe said.
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Elgin News Digest: U-46 TalentFest 2025 takes stage at
Hemmens on March 19; Gail Borden library

foundation’s book sale next week
By: Mike Danahey
Date: March 13, 2025

Gail Borden Public Library Foundation’s spring book sale will be held March 18-23 at the main library branch in
Elgin.

U-46 TalentFest 2025 takes stage at Hemmens on March 19
School District U-46 will host TalentFest 2025 from 7 to 9:15 p.m. Wednesday, March 19, at
The Hemmens Cultural Center, 45 Symphony Way, Elgin.

Students from Bartlett, Elgin, Larkin, South Elgin and Streamwood high schools will compete
for cash prizes and a traveling trophy to be displayed at the winning school, according to a post
on the city of Elgin website. Audience members will vote on which performers make it to the

finals and a panel of judges will choose first-, second- and third-place acts.

The event is sponsored by The Hemmens, the U-46 Educational Foundation and the Elgin
Cultural Arts Commission.

Admission is $5. For tickets and more information, call 847-931-5900.

To read the full article, please click_here.



https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/03/12/elgin-news-digest-u-46-talentfest-2025-takes-stage-at-hemmens-on-march-19-gail-borden-library-foundations-book-sale-next-week/

- Chicago Tribune/The Courier News -
Elgin News Digest: Dress sale Saturday to benefit
Larkin girls sports teams; Yale Whiffenpoofs

performing Tuesday at West Ridge church
By: Mike Danahey
Date: March 11, 2025

The Whiffenpoofs of Yale University will perform March 18 at West Ridge Community Church in Elgin.

Dress sale Saturday to benefit Larkin girls sports teams
The Larkin High School girls track program and softball teams’ annual dress sale fundraiser
will be held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, March 15, at the 1475 Larkin Ave. school in Elgin.

All dresses being sold are new, according to a social media post for the event. The prices are as
follows:

Wedding dresses — $60;

Bridesmaid dresses — $10;

Mother of the bride/groom dresses — $10;
Formal/cocktail dresses — $10.

For more information, call 847-888-5243.

To read the full article, please click here.
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