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This proposal is for adoption of a Honors Spanish Language Arts II Curriculum 

Framework aligned to the Spanish Language Arts (SLA) Common Core State 

Standards and Spanish Language Development (SLD) Standards.  This 

curriculum is in response to the ISBE Compliance- Full-time TBE Placement 

Criteria as well as School District U-46’s Board of Education 80:20 Dual    

Language Policy adopted in July 2014, which includes dual language  

programming from preschool through 12th grade. 
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W. Valero@2016  

TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL 

RIGHTS ACT OF 1964

Prohibits discrimination based on 

race, color, or national origin

LAU V. NICHOLS 

(U.S. Supreme Court 1974)

CASTAÑEDA V. 

PICKARD

(5th Cir. 1981)

ISBE 23 ILLINOIS 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CODE 228

SUBTITLE A 
SUBCHAPTER f 

DL BOE 

POLICY 

53 MILLION NATIVE SPANISH 

SPEAKERS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

IT IS NOW THE SECOND LARGEST  

SPANISH SPEAKING COUNTRY IN 

THE WORLD.

SPANISH IS THE SECOND    

MOST SPOKEN LANGUAGE IN 

THE WORLD.   

Instituto Cervantes

SCHOOL DISTRICT U-46

55% LATINO

52% SPANISH AS A HOME     

LANGUAGE 

Source: Infinite Campus February 20, 2019

.

Dual language has been found to be the
only method of second language acquisition to

facilitate the full closure of the achievement gap 
between ELs and English speakers in primary and                                        

secondary education. Strictly structured and well-implemented dual 
language instruction across all subjects of the curriculum provides all students

the opportunity to develop a deep  academic proficiency in two languages, which 
will give them the tools to become highly-sought-after bilingual professionals in today's

more globalized world. THOMAS & COLLIER 2012 National Council for Languages and 
International Studies



Aligned to the



-COURSE-

DUAL LANGUAGE 

ARTES DEL LENGUAJE EN ESPAÑOL (ALE) II HONORES

HONORS SPANISH LANGUAGE ARTS (SLA) II

ALE II Honores focuses on the personal and historical elements that influence literature 

and other works of art. In this Spanish literary course, students will explore various 

genres and literary movements considering the historical contexts in which they 

appeared. Additionally, students will gain knowledge and understanding about the 

personal and cultural motivations behind worldwide recognized literary creations. The 

students will recognize the relevance of the course by being able to make connections 

between classic and contemporary literature, while correlating the various themes with 

current events. Moreover, the course will offer the students the opportunity to learn 

about the socio-cultural features of a given epoch and how they are reflected in authors’ 

lives and their works of art. By the end of this course, the students will apply what they 

have learned to their personal lives, works, and perspectives.

Spanish Language Arts (SLA) is vertically aligned with School District 

U-46’s ELL Standards-Based 6th Grade Thematic Units, 7th and 8th

Grade Curriculum Frameworks, 9th Grade Honors SLA I, and 

complements the English Language Arts (ELA) Curriculum 

Framework. 

ALE



ISBE 
ILLINOIS SEAL OF BILITERACY

ALE II HONORES / HONORS SLA II

 SPANISH LANGUAGE ARTS- ISBE COMPLIANCE- FULL-TIME 
TBE PLACEMENT CRITERIA  

The intentional and strategic use of the academic language of Spanish

within the framework of Language Arts provides a deep understanding of 

the linguistic features of Spanish on a broader spectrum. This is conducive 

to increasing the number of dual language students who will be college and 

career ready, bilingual, biliterate and with increased opportunities for 

obtaining the ILLINOIS SEAL OF BILITERACY.

In addition, newcomer and ESL level 1 and 2 students will have the 

opportunity to participate in a program that addresses their language 

proficiency levels.

ALE



-Learning Outcomes-

■ READING INFORMATIONAL AND LITERATURE: 

• Text complexity

• Comprehension

■ WRITING: 

• Text types

• Responding to reading

• Research

■ SPEAKING AND LISTENING:

• Communication

• Collaboration

■ LANGUAGE: 

• Conventions

• Grammar

• Vocabulary

Common Core Language Arts
Demands

■ Multi-modal

■ Multi-genre

■ Authentic Text

■ Technology

■ Performance Based

■ Staircase of Complexity

■ Authentic Learning Tasks

■ Assessments

■ Text level

Key Components Key Features

ALE



Theme and Overarching Essential Topics

Dual 

Language 
ALE II 

Honores

THEME

Literary/Artistic 

Voices Through 

Time

The study of 

personal and 

historical elements 

that influence 

literature and other 

works of art. 

OVERARCHING ESSENTIAL 

TOPICS

From Oracy to Writing

Literature as the Conveyer of 

Language and Meaning

The Convergence of Historical 

and Personal Events in the 

Production of Avant-

garde/Modern Literature and Art

Towards a World of Subjectivity 

and Relativism

ALE



An Overview of the Framework
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An Overview of the Framework

January 2019

Theme

Overarching Essential 

Topics 

Focus Standards

SLD-Spanish 

Language 

Development 

Standards

Ongoing Standards

Transfer Goals



An Overview of the Framework

Enduring 

Understandings 

Topical Essential 

Questions & Depth

Of Knowledge 

Formative and 

Summative 

Assessments

Learning Targets



Essential

Vocabulary



Construction of knowledge is a unique personal learning process, where each and 

every person understands and gains meaning of new knowledge based upon their 

prior knowledge and their personal beliefs and needs.

…a child-centered teaching approach sees every student as a unique 

“biography” and not as a copy of the same picture.

Rachel M. Simmons (2013)

STUDENT: Readiness-Interest-Learning Style   

CURRICULUM: Content-Process-Product

ALE=



Evaluation and 

Recommendation of  

ALE II Honores

RESOURCES

Title

Synopsis

Lexile

Author’s Name  

Place of  origin

Genre

Theme 
☐ Authentic   

Literature 

☐ Transadaptation Alignment with 
SLA/ALE Units

Instructional 
Target 

Culturally and 
linguistically 
responsive                              
☐ vocabulary 

☐ illustrations/             
graphics  

ALE

Evaluation and Recommendation of District Adoption of ALE II

Honores Learning Resources 

PHASE I



Evaluation and Recommendation of District Adoption of ALE II Honores

Learning Resources
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ARTES DEL LENGUAJE EN ESPAÑOL (ALE) II HONORES

HONORS SPANISH LANGUAGE ARTS (SLA) II
EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDATION OF DISTRICT 

ADOPTION OF LEARNING RESOURCES 

District adoption of:

• 88 INDIVIDUAL TITLES, INCLUDING 

CLASSROOM LIBRARY BOOKS- fiction and non-

fiction 

‒Create a COHESIVE AND ALIGNED Honors SLA II 

curriculum in U-46

‒Provide ALIGNED ACCESS TO TEXT and TECHNOLOGY

‒Support rigorous and relevant instruction that is aligned to 

COLLEGE AND CAREER readiness



ESTIMATED COST ANALYSIS ALE II HONORES Total

INDIVIDUAL TITLES, 

INCLUDING

CLASSROOM LIBRARY 

BOOKS

•Essays 

•Biographies

•Chapter Books

•Novels

•Short Stories

88 Titles 

(12 classrooms)

Dual Language 

$103,085.51

STUDY SYNC

Dual Language 

U-46 LITERACY OFFICE 

DISTRICT CONTRACT

7 years

N/A

NEWSELA (SPANISH) 

Dual Language 

U-46 LITERACY OFFICE 

DISTRICT CONTRACT

7 years

ACCESS TO SPANISH ARTICLES IS 

FREE

N/A

TECHNOLOGY Technological resources for students N/A

ESTIMATED TOTAL COST (subject to change) $103,085.51

ALE
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Artes del Lenguaje en Español (ALE) II Honores



Instructional Practices

WORKSHOP MODEL

■ Mini-lesson

■ Practice (Learning 

by doing)

■ Authentic

■ Engagement

■ Choice

USE OF TEXT AND TECHNOLOGY

■ Multi-genre

■ Culturally and Linguistically 

Responsive 

■ Multi-modal

■ Need to Mark Text

■ Excerpts

■ Text Complexity

■ Online Resources

ALE



Questions? ¿Preguntas? 
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