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UNIT 2
Course: Language Arts/Science/SEL Grade Level: 1st Grade
Unit Title: Life Science: Structures and Behaviors in Organisms Length of Unit: Until the end of the first
trimester - Approximately 5 weeks

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will use the skills and knowledge acquired to conclude that plant and animal offspring
have similar, but not always identical traits, to their parents. Further, students will be able to think critically about the functions
of animal and plant structures and their importance to the organism’s survival. Additionally, in this unit, students will learn how
the behavior of animals and plants help to ensure the survival of their offspring. Many of today’s products have their origins in
animal or plant structures. Continued observation of our world can result in new and improved products for the future.
Throughout the year, the crosscutting concepts of patterns and structure and functions can serve as a focus for the disciplinary
core ideas. Students will also have opportunities to build and apply their scientific knowledge through engineering practices.
Students will read a variety of texts on a topic drawing on a variety of reading strategies to aid them in demonstrating an
understanding of a text’s main idea and supporting details (e.g., using various text features, asking and answering questions
about key details in a text, etc.). Students will engage in ongoing discussions with their peers on topics related to earth and
space. Students use the writing process to build on previous work with narrative writing and communicate a narrative piece
with a beginning, middle and end with details.

SEL

Throughout this unit, students will be asked to monitor their progress and self-assess their ability to identify and use
appropriate strategies for working well with others, resolving conflicts constructively, and expressing empathy
toward classmates.

Stage 1- Desired Results

STANDARDS Transfer

Priority: Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

Science:

1-LS3-1: Make observations to TG1: Make observations of plant and animal structures to construct and support a

construct an evidence based
account that young plants and
animals are like, but not exactly
like, their parents. TG2: Retell a variety of literary and informational texts and demonstrate an

understanding of these texts by drawing on key details to describe the story elements

claim that young plants and animals have similar features to their parents.
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Language Arts:

RL.1.2: Retell stories, including key
details, and demonstrate
understanding of their central
message or lesson.

RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and
retell key details of a text.

RL.1.3: Describe characters,
settings, and major events in a
story, using key details.

RI.1.3: Describe the connection
between two individuals, events,
ideas, or pieces of information in a
text.

W.1.3: Write narratives in which
they recount two or more
appropriately sequenced events,
include some details regarding
what happened, use temporal
words to signal event order, and
provide some sense of closure.

SEL

Goal 1: Develop self-awareness
and self-management skills to
achieve school and life success.

Goal 2: Use social-awareness and
interpersonal skills to establish
and maintain positive
relationships.

Goal 3: Demonstrate
decision-making skills and
responsible behaviors in personal,
school, and community contexts.

or to find connections within a text.

TG3: Communicate (writing, drawing, speaking) a well-sequenced and detailed

narrative about two or more events.

Meaning

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that...

EU1: Young animals and plants are very
much, but not exactly like, their parents;
individuals of the same kind of plant or
animal are recognizable as similar but can
also vary in many ways. (Patterns in the
natural and human designed world can be
observed, used to describe phenomena, and
used as evidence.)

EU2: Authors include key details in order to
help readers make meaning of the text; good
readers use key details when reading to
identify the main topic or message.

EU3: Effective readers use appropriate
strategies to construct meaning and analyze
text and media for various purposes.

EU4: Effective readers notice text features
and story elements; these key details help
them understand the text.

EUS5: Writers use personal experiences to
create meaningful texts.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Students will continue to consider . . .

EQ1: How are parents and offspring similar
and different?

EQ2: How does retelling help me understand
a text?

EQ3: What do readers do when they are
reading?

EQ4: How do readers use key details to
support their understanding of a text?

EQ5: How can | draw on my life experiences
to make my writing more interesting?
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Supporting:

Science:

1-LS1-2: Read texts and use media to
determine patterns in the behavior of
parents and offspring that help
offspring survive .

1-LS1-1: Use materials to design a
solution to a human problem by
mimicking how plants and/or animals
use their external parts to help them
survive, grow, and meet their needs.

Language Arts:

RL.1.5: Explain major differences
between books that tell stories and
books that give information, drawing
on a wide reading of a range of text

types.

RI1.1.5: Know and use various text
features (e.g., headings, tables of
contents, glossaries, electronic
menus, icons) to locate key facts or
information in a text.

RL.1.6: Identify who is telling the story
at various points in a text.

RI.1.6: Distinguish between
information provided by pictures or
other illustrations and information
provided by the words in a text.

W.1.6: With guidance and support
from adults, use a variety of digital
tools to produce and publish writing,
including in collaboration with peers.

EUG6: Developing self-awareness of thoughts
and feelings informs decision making.

EU7: Taking others’ feelings into
consideration allows us to empathize with
what they are feeling--leading to a deeper
connection.

EQ6: How do | make responsible decisions?

EQ7: Why do others’ feelings matter?

Acqui

sition

Students will know...

K1: Academic Vocabulary

Science

K2: Young plants and animals are like, but
not exactly like, their parents

Language Arts/Digital Literacy

K3: Reading strategies (identify main topic,
text features and story elements)

K4: The elements of narrative writing

K5: The writing process

K6: How to be a responsible digital citizen

SEL
K7: Strategies for working well with others

Year-Long English/Spanish
“| Can” Statements
Students will be skilled at...

Science

S1: | can read grade-appropriate texts and
use media to obtain scientific information to
determine patterns in the natural world.

S$2: | can make observations (firsthand or
from media) to construct an evidence-based
account for natural phenomena.

Language Arts/Digital Literacy

S3: | can retell stories and show my
understanding of the central message.
(RL.2)

S4: | can find the main topic of what | read.
e | can retell important details of a text.
(RI1.2)

S5: | can use key details in a story to talk



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rtP0JzriHPiNBVSm-uGQI-wf902ERhSO?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A9p38Y5mER-VICusp4_XK3gV0eNMhqykAK-oGNLK2KA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A9p38Y5mER-VICusp4_XK3gV0eNMhqykAK-oGNLK2KA/edit?usp=sharing
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about the characters, settings, and important
events. (RL.3)

S6: | can describe how two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information relate
to one another. (RI.3)

S7: | can use writing and drawings to convey
a story (narrative). (W.3)
e | can recount two or more
appropriately sequenced events.
e | can include details to show what
happened.
e | can use temporal words to signal
event order.
e | can provide some sense of closure
to my story.

S8: | can talk about the differences between
books that tell stories and give information.
(RL.5)

S9: | can use text features to find
information. (RI.5)

S$10: | can say who is telling the story. (RL.6)

S11: | can tell if the information is from
pictures or the words in a text. (RI.6)

S$12: With adult help, | can use different
digital tools to create and publish writing.
(W.6)
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S$13: | can recognize elements of fiction and
nonfiction. (Info/Dig Lit Goal 2)

S14: | can suggest search terms for use in
online searching. (Info/Dig Lit Goal 3)

S$15: | can use taskbars and dropdowns.
(Info/Dig Lit Goal 4)

SEL
S16: | can work with others.

$17: | can make positive choices when
working with others.

S18: | can use the communication and social
skills | have learned to help me work with
others.



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yalsAQHmADfVHMi3-HHvwb0tRvuuDvZl?usp=sharing

